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Developing A Desire For Exhortation 
Real Identity and Proper Validation 

 
Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron,So a man sharpens the countenance of his 
friend.  This produces real identity and proper validation 
Proverbs 27 gives us such a firm foundation for receiving proper criticism. We all 
need to hear harsh words at times when it is a nudge to take responsibility for our 
actions. 
* We live in a world where instant gratification is very addicting and available in 
many forms and I find myself looking for easy flattery and recognition  This month 
for me has been interesting as the Holy Spirit has had to teach and exhort me to 
not only think better but act better.  I have asked myself many times. Do I want 
to grow and learn? 
 
In order to learn and grow we have to continue in our relationships and stay 
connected to the Christian Community as well as family and friends.  It is easy to 
take things too personal and end up with hurts that separate us and keep us away 
from sound wisdom. 
Prov 27: 6: Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But the kisses of an enemy are 
deceitful.  The process of a rebuke can be tested by letting the grace of God wash 
over as we wait for conformation to the words.  Learning to hear criticism is a gift 
from God. 
Prov 27:8 Like a bird that wanders from its nest is a man who wanders from his 
place. Recognize the value of a Christian Community. Get your identity from 
doing God’s Word with those that encourage mercy and forgiveness.   
Mathew 5: 7 – 9 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the peacemakers,  for they will be called children of God. 
 
Ps 37 has so many wonderful instructions for identity and validation. 
Trust in the Lord and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 
Delight yourself in the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. 
Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it. 
He will bring forth your righteousness as the light and your judgment as the noon 
day. 
Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him. 
 
As we draw on His strength and learn to appreciate the community of 
Christians around us remember to speak with confidence the truth to those in 
darkness and don’t be afraid to debate the important issues of today. 
Love, Rense 
 


